Name
Course Number
Instructor’s Name
Due Date
Which choice have you selected?  _choice 2: Desertification and the soil________

Instructions
Select one of the two choices below and address all the topics listed under your choice with information you will learn from the provided resource.  Above list the section you have chosen. 

You MUST paraphrase all content.  Paraphrasing means putting all ideas in your own words.  Review these resources on paraphrasing before beginning this assignment. 
· CTU Writing Center: Paraphrasing: https://careered.libguides.com/wscb/paraphrase 
· Video: The right and wrong ways to paraphrase: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SObGEcok06U  

Choice 1: Desertification
Visit the GreenFacts Initiative web-page on Desertification: https://www.greenfacts.org/en/desertification/index.htm#8 
This webpage has 9 different sections discussing various aspects of Desertification.  Using only this webpage, complete the following four activities putting your information directly in this document.
1. Read through all nine sections.   
2. Select three sections, excluding sections 1 and 9, and summarize those sections in three separate paragraphs by paraphrasing the content.  Include the title of the section you are summarizing above each paragraph.  

Section Title:___________________________________________________
Section Summary:

Section Title:___________________________________________________
Section Summary:


Section Title:___________________________________________________
Section Summary:


3. Summarize section 9, the conclusion, in one paragraph.




4. In one paragraph, discuss what you found most interesting in your chosen sections and how Desertification may impact your life.  





Choice 2: Desertification and the Soil
Watch this video, and address the following four topics.  Each response must be at least one paragraph in length.
http://www.geographyalltheway.com/myp/myp-biomes/desertification.htm 

1. Describe soil and their roles in agriculture.  Address how long it takes for the soil to form and the challenges of arid soil.  
Soil refers to the top covering layer on the earth surface which consists of living organisms; the soil is made up of different layers and takes an average of a half a million years for 2.5 centimeters of a layer of soil to be formed.   Soil forms the basis upon which human life exists on earth; it defines the ecosystem in which plants derive their nutrients from it and convert matter into edible nutrients. Animals, in turn, depend on the food that has been manufactured by the plants for survival. Agricultural activities depend on soil for it to thrive; the crops that are grown are done on soil which is the fundamental part of agriculture.
The arid soil is faced by many challenges including the strong wind that remove the loose layer of soil found on the ground surface causing erosion and loss of soil fertility. 

2. Describe how human activities cause desertification including desertification’s impacts on soil and the role of modern agriculture in causing Desertification.
Humans have destroyed the earth surface by engaging in activities that threaten the environment and particularly the soil structure. For instance, in search of food to feed the growing population humans have invented modern technology that is used in the production of food. The use of technology interferes with the structure of soil initiating soil erosion and thus causing degradation of the land. The process of growing to harvest of crops involves intense activities that destroy the soil, the wedding and ploughing process affect the structure of the soil.
Additionally, the growing of agricultural crop involves the use of chemical fertilizers and insecticides. These chemicals penetrate to the soil causing the death of microorganisms that are found in the soil and which are a critical element of the soil fertility. Agricultural activities use a lot of water which are drawn through the irrigation process leading to a reduction in water levels and scarcity of water inserting pressure on the soil and microorganism in the soil. Water is central to the maintenance of soil structure but is destroyed by excess water which is inserted through the irrigation process cause dilution of the soil.
Among other harmful activities of human that affects the ecosystem include the destruction of the forest, tree cover plays a critical role in holding the soil together and provision of ecosystem services such as regulation of air,  regulation of water among bother benefit. Destruction of forest initiate degradation of lands which finally causes desertification. 

3. Discuss who is impacted by desertification including which continents are impacted and the role of an increasing population.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Desertification cuts across all continents in the world but is more intense in the low latitude areas, among the areas that have witnessed desertification are China, Africa,  Australia, United States and India. Desertification is a widespread phenomenon for example in Europe more than 12 countries have been affected by desertification. Generally, there are more than 100 countries across the world that have been affected by desertification.  The increasing population inserts the pressure of the need for an increase in the total food production causing more harm to the soil. 
4. Describe at least two approaches to reduce the problem of Desertification.
The process of curbing desertification can be achieved through reforestation and afforestation efforts which will play a significant role in increasing the cover of trees which are critical in the maintenance of soil structure and reducing degradation of the land. 
Another method of curbing desertification is the moderation of the agricultural activities which focuses on less intense ploughing on the land helps to maintain the structure of the soil. Also, the integration of agricultural activities with the conservation efforts plays a significant role in reducing desertification. There is a need to equip farmers with techniques that incorporate the use of preservation of the environment.

5. Discuss what you found most interesting and how Desertification may impact your life.  
The most interesting this about desertification is that it is human-caused and therefore it implies that adjustment of human activities can play a significant role in reversing and preventing desertification. Tress and agricultural activities are the predominant factors in desertification, and therefore efforts to enhance agriculture and tree cover are central to the prevention of desertification. 
I have also realized that desertification can impact my life through access to food since the decrease in food production will lead to an increase in prices of food which will impact negatively on my income.  Therefore there need to apply necessary effort towards minimizing the effects of desertification. 
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